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This is even when a car is anyway driving home (like
the ambulance or Hatzolah members), and even
from Hospitals that are in the techum.

The Suffern Hospital is in the techum of Monsey/New
Square, and one may walk both ways.

The hospitals in Manhattan are in the techum of Brooklyn,
and one may walk both ways.

The Nyack Hospital is not in the techum of Monsey/New
Square, and one can't walk there to & from Monsey or
New Square.

For walking home, a special set of Halachos pertain:

If one arrived to Nyack Hospital on Shabbos or Yom
Tov from Monsey/New Square, he may walk home.

If one was in Nyack from before Shabbos, he may
walk back, only if he had in mind on erev Shabbos
to take part in the eruv. (The eruv does not help for
the way going).

Take note that the way from Nyack to Monsey/New
Square takes approximately two and a half hours.

e e St 207
Meals DVD Library
Transportation Medical Equipment
Pomegranate Juice Catskills Division
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of the hospitals where there is no eruv (see 24 above):
Pockets should be emptied in the hospital.

A mask may be worn in its normal way, over the nose
and mouth.

Important information can be written into a mask
before Shabbos.

The plastic ID band from the hospital should not be
worn. One should try to pull it off, or tear it in a spot
that doesn’t have letters.

If one will need an ID card, etc. in order to return to
the hospital, it may be carried between the clothes
and the body, for example in the sleeves, shoes,
socks. (Many hospitals grant special permission to
enter Shabbos without ID. Inquire with security).

The same should be done for a doctor’s prescription
that needs to be taken home through a place that
has no eruv.

Sometimes a patient is discharged from the hospital
during Shabbos, and it is not possible to stay in the
hospital until after Shabbos. For example, a patient that
still needs to be in bed, but the hospital does not allow
him to stay in the room, a woman before or after giving
birth, or a young child.

In the above situation, the patient may be driven home
by a non-Jew, together with one accompanying person
who needs to tend to him.

This is also for a hospital that is chutz letechum (even
farther than 12 mil), like from a Manhattan hospital
to Monsey.

If possible, one should go home together with a
Hatzolah member that is anyway traveling home
with a non-Jew.

If it is not possible to go with Hatzolah, one should
ask a non-Jew to call a taxi. When one can't ask a
non-Jew, he can call himself in an unusual manner
(see 12-13 for halachos of travelling with a taxi).

Sometimes a patient does not necessarily have to stay in
bed, and it is possible for him to stay in the hospital until
motzei Shabbos. For example, if after running some
tests the results come back fine, or after stitches, or after
setting a broken bone.

In the above situation, one should not be driven home
without a clear hora’ah from a Moreh Hora’ah! This is
also for someone accompanying the patient that wants
to go home (like after a birth).
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If one is already in the room before Shabbos, it is good
to cover the sensor (which is usually at the center of the
sink), to deactivate the automation, so that the sink can
be used to spill water without activating the sink.

In situations where speaking to an asken, etc. on the
phone is important for pikuach nefesh, one may call on
his own. A non-Jew should not be used, because it may
lead to miscommunication. If possible, one should use a
shinui when calling.

In normal situations, one should not ask a non-Jew to call
home to relate good news, etc.

If the situation at home was strained when transporting
the patient to the hospital, and the family is waiting for
positive updates, a non-Jew may be asked to leave a
message on the phone.

If the patient needs help from a nurse, the accompanying
person should go call one. If that is not possible, for
example, he is not present, or he is tending to the patient,
it is permitted to use the bell, in an unusual manner, like
using the pinky or knuckle.

If the patient would like the position of the bed changed
(reclined/upright, etc.) or the light turned off so he can
sleep, a nurse should be asked for assistance. If, after
waiting a long time, nobody shows up, one may do it
alone in an unusual manner.

One should not ask a non-Jew to turn on a light, only if it
is truly important for the patient (pikuach nefesh).

If one is asked to sign papers in the hospital, he should
request to wait until after Shabbos, or give verbal
consent.

In a situation where there is no choice, and there is a
possibility of danger for the patient, one should make a
mark without meaning.

If this is not possible, one should write in script and use
his left hand, or a left-handed person with his right hand.

The following are the halachos of going out on the streets
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upon opening. One may ask a non-Jew to open such a
door, even when none of the above conditions are met.

A Shabbos elevator may be used for the patient’s needs,
a mitzvah, or a very important need (see 25 above).

Where there is no Shabbos elevator, a non-Jew may
be asked to press the button of the floor needed, for
the above reasons. One should request this help in a
respectful way, clearly expressing what is needed, while
explaining that it is Shabbos and he may not do it on his
own.

It is preferable if one can make a shinui and a heker when
using an elevator. For example, going in sideways, and
holding up one foot a little when inside.

When possible, a regular bathroom that is not automatic/
electric should be used. If none are available, a bathroom
with electricity can be used.

If the toilet also has a button/lever, it should be used
to let the water out before standing up.

It is not necessary to use an elevator to go to a place
that has a restroom without electricity.

If there is no cut paper available, one may rip as much
tissue paper as need, using an unusual manner, like using
the mouth, or two upside-down fingers.

Devarim shebikdusha may not be said in the presence of
human waste. It should be covered before davening or
making a bracha, etc.

If there is an unpleasant smell in the room, one should
stand four amos (approximately eight feet) from where
the smell is no longer sensed.

If it is not possible to be four amos from the smell (and
the waste is covered), one can spray the room with an
air freshener with a pleasant smell, or smear something
good-smelling on the nose like perfume etc.

When possible, a regular, non-automatic sink or bottled
water should be used to wash one’s hands.

When there is no other choice, and one needs to daven
or make a bracha a non-Jew may be asked to fill up the
washcup.
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Everything that's necessary for the patient and
accompanying person for Shabbos may be taken along,
like pajamas, food, tallis, sefarim, reading-material, etc.
It is preferable for everything to be together in one bag,
suitcase, etc.

In areas with no eruv, if possible, a non-Jew should be
asked to carry items into the ambulance or taxi. In an
area with an eruv, one may carry it himself.

The following hospitals have an eruv, and it is permitted
to carry from the ambulance to the hospital: Suffern,
Cornell, NYU, Memorial, and Mount Sinai.

A map of the Suffern eruv (under the hashgacha of the
Monsey Eruv) and of the Manhattan eruv (under the
hashgacha of Mechon LeHora'ah) are available. Visit the
monseyeruv.com and eruv.nyc.

If the person accompanying the patient wants to be
mehader not to carry in Manhattan (because of the
machlokes if an eruv helps there), he can do as described
in the following point.

As of this time (Shevat of 5783), the following hospitals
do not have an eruv: Columbia, Westchester, and Nyack.
The halacha is as follows:

When the ambulance is under the roof of the above-
mentioned hospitals, regular carrying is permitted.

When parked on the street, a non-Jew should be
asked to carry in the packages.

When it is not possible to have a non-Jew carry, all
packages should be loaded onto the stretcher that
the patient is on.

A non-Jew may be asked to open an automatic door, as
long as one of the following conditions are met:

It is important for the patient’s care.

It is necessary for a mitzvah, for example: going to
daven in a beis medrash (even without a minyan),
going to the mikveh, bringing the Shabbos seudah
or warm foods.

It is of great importance (tzorech gadol) for the
accompanying person.

When a non-Jew opens the door for himself, one may
also go through it, even if one of the above conditions
are not met.

Many non-electronic doors in hospitals activate lights
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When going to the hospital with a non-Jew, one should
try to call in an unusual manner, like using the pinky or
knuckles to dial. If possible, itis better to use a telephone
that doesn’t have a screen or lights.

If one knows in advance that they might have to call
on Shabbos, they should program the taxi company’s
number in the phone’s speed dial or memory, to avoid
pressing additional buttons.

The non-Jewish driver should be asked to open the door
upon entering or exiting the car, unless one is sure that
lights won't turn on when opening the door.

If the driver agrees to the arrangement, he should be
paid after Shabbos. Otherwise, one can show him where
the money is, and he should take it himself. If even this
wouldn't work, one should hold the money in an unusual
manner (kilachar yad); for example: with two fingers
turned over and pay like that.

At least one person should accompany the patient to the
hospital. If it is necessary for the patient an additional
person may join. For example, a child that is more
comfortable with the mother, but she is not comfortable
making important decisions alone without the father.

A woman giving birth who wants more than one person
joining must consult with a dayan before Shabbos.

If the accompanying person is in a different location from
the patient, and there is no time for him to join by foot, a
non-Jew should be sent to pick him up.

When time is of essence and the patient needs to get to
the hospital as fast as possible, a yid may drive to pick up
the accompanying person.

Young children that would normally not be left
unattended at home should under no circumstance be
left home alone.

They should be left with a neighbor or taken to a family
member. If necessary, one may ring the bell in an unusual
manner.

If there is no choice, they should be taken to someone’s
house by car, with a non-Jewish driver. When time is of
essence, even a yid may drive them by car.
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The Torah teaches us that the mitzvah of saving a yid's
life overrides all other mitzvos in the Torah (besides the
three aveiros of avodah zara, gilui arayos, and shefichas
damim), since the value of a yiddishe life supersedes
everything!

Chazal say (Yerushalmi Yoma 5:5) that in the case of
pikuach nefesh, it is a mitzvah to be mechallel Shabbos!
Hence, one who is quick to act is praised.

Even for the slight chance of a possibility, still, one would
need to be mechallel Shabbos, Yom Tov, and even Yom
Kippur, to be absolutely sure that there is no danger
to a yid's life. This applies even to a chance of danger
that less than one in thousand (0.1%) people die from it!
(Mishnah Berurah 330:5)

Chazal say (Ibid) That in a situation of ‘safek sakana’ (a
possibility of danger), one who waits to ask a sheilah
of a Rav before acting is considered a shofech damim
(murderer) ch”v.

And even the Rav of whom the sheilah is asked is frowned
upon, because if he would have stated in public that in
the case of pikuach nefesh, it is a mitzvah to be mechallel
Shabbos, the question would not have arisen at all.

In every situation where there is even a slight chance
of danger to the patient, everything must be done to
determine his condition.

Hence, if Hatzolah would be called during the week, the
same should be done on Shabbos. Since one cannot
determine alone if it is pikuach nefesh.

If one has the time and is in a calm frame of mind, it is
better to press the keypad of the phone in an unusual
manner (shinui), like using the pinky or knuckle.

In every situation that a patient would be transported to
the hospital during the week, in order to be examined
by professional doctors with proper medical equipment,
the patient must be taken in on Shabbos and Yom Tov
as well.

When time is of essence, and a patient must get to a
hospital, he should be transported by Hatzolah with a
yid driving.

A non-Jew should transport the patient if the matter is
not as urgent (as in many cases of a woman giving birth).
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